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Dear Sir: 



In response to an Office Action mailed March 26, 2003 in the file of the above- 
identified application, the applicant responds as follows: 

This application contained a Requirement for Restriction. In response to that 
Requirement for Restriction, the applicant hereby elects Group I, although the applicant 
respectfully traverses this requirement. 

The applicant was also required to elect a sequence for continued examination of the 
application. The applicant would like to elect SEQ ID NO:3. However, in order to comply 
with the Examiner's requirements for election of sequence, among a group which does not 
include SEQ ED NO:3, the applicant elects SEQ ID NO:2. Applicant asserts that it is entitled 
to a broader claim coverage. 

First, the applicant wishes to traverse the requirement on the grounds that the claimed 
subject matter must never be searched as a whole. Please note that the classification cited for 
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P ^oo*?S^ e su ^j ect matter of both groups in the election requirement is the same class and subclass, 
class 800, subclass 290. Thus there is no additional burden on the Office to consider all these 
claims in a single examination. The search is identical. Accordingly, it is requested that this 
Requirement for Restriction be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Secondly, the applicant continues to a search that is entitled to claims broader than 
that reflected by claims limited to SEQ ID NO:2. In particular, even with the election of the 
genes which encode the FPA gene, the applicant's belief is it is entitled to claims that would 
encompass any nucleotide sequences which would express the protein of SEQ ID NO:3. 
Nevertheless, in order to be in complete compliance with the Examiner's requirement, the 
applicant has elected SEQ ID NO:2. 

A one month extension of time is submitted herewith so that this Response will be 
considered as timely filed. RECEIVED 

Respectfully sujnriitted, 




^^kjfiolas J. Seay, 

^Reg. No. 27,386 

Attorney for Applicants 
QUARLES & BRADY LLP 
P.O. Box 2113 
Madison WI 53701-2113 
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